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Parents as Partners

The teacher-parent relationship in
early childhood development
plays a fundamental role in
nurturing the holistic growth and
well-being of young children. This
partnership supports various
aspects of a child's development,
including social, emotional,
cognitive, language, and physical
growth.

When teachers and parents
collaborate effectively, they create
a supportive network that
empowers children to explore,
learn, and thrive in their early years.

A positive teacher-parent relationship fosters a sense of security and trust for young
children, providing them with a consistent and nurturing environment both at home and in
the classroom. Through open communication and shared observations, teachers and
parents can gain valuable insights into a child's individual strengths, interests, and
developmental milestones. This collaborative approach allows for personalized support
and guidance that is tailored to the unique needs of each child, promoting their overall
growth and well-being.

Despite the importance of this partnership, challenges such as differing parenting styles,
communication barriers, and time constraints can hinder effective collaboration between
teachers and parents. Moreover, addressing sensitive topics or navigating developmental
milestones may require patience, empathy, and understanding from both parties. By
actively addressing these challenges and fostering a culture of mutual respect and
understanding, teachers and parents can cultivate a supportive environment that nurtures
the holistic development of young children, laying a strong foundation for their future
success and well-being.



Tips for Better Communication with Parents

Positive and consistent communication between parents and teachers is paramount in
early childhood education. This collaboration serves as the foundation for creating a
supportive and nurturing learning environment that fosters the holistic development of
young children. Here are some tips to build parental rapport & communication:

e Tip #1: Communicate
regularly and transparently with parents about their child's progress
and any concerns that arise. Keep them informed about classroom
activities and upcoming events. Timely communication helps build
trust and strengthens the home-school partnership.

o Tip #2: Approach conversations with
parents as collaborative partnerships. Invite their input, perspectives,
and insights into their child's development and behavior. Together,
brainstorm strategies and solutions that support the child's growth
and well-being, fostering a sense of shared responsibility.

o Tip #3: Avoid discussing a child in a
negative light in front of the child, other children, or parents. Instead,
address concerns privately and sensitively, focusing on constructive
solutions rather than blame or criticism. Always keep discussions at
drop-off and pick-up positive!

o Tip #4: Consider what information is
essential to share with parents and what can be addressed within the
classroom context. For example, minor incidents like typical toddler
behavior may not require immediate parent notification. However, for
more significant or ongoing challenges, schedule a private meeting
with parents to discuss and collaborate on a plan of action.

o Tip #5: When discussing sensitive topics or
addressing ongoing concerns, prioritize in-person meetings with
parents. While scheduling the meeting via email is acceptable, ensure
that the actual conversation takes place face-to-face and the child is
not present. This allows for clearer communication, active listening,
and the opportunity to build rapport and trust.



Inclusive Events for Different Family Dynamics

If you're looking to ensure that school-wide events are more inclusive to different family
dynamics and circumstances, consider more broad titles and approaches that embrace
diversity and accommodates varying needs.

So instead of framing events around traditional family roles and structures, such as
“‘Muffins with Mom" and "Donuts with Dad," consider rebranding them to be more inclusive,
such as "Family Breakfast" or "Morning Mingle." These broader titles welcome all
caregivers, including parents, grandparents, guardians, and extended family members and
friends, ensuring that no one feels excluded or marginalized. Here are some alternative
titles and events you may consider:

Event Name

Caregivers share their favorite childhood stories or books

Stories withLovedOnes | .. . .

Caregivers and children collaborate on art projects,

Art with Adults : e :
creating murals or individual masterpieces.

Caregivers and children prepare simple recipes together,

i ith :
Cooking with Caregivers sharing family traditions and/or cultural dishes.

Caregivers help children plant flowers, vegetables, or

Gardeni ithG -U
ardening WIE =IoWNEPS | herbs, promoting teamwork and connection with nature.

Caregivers and children sing, play instruments, and dance

Music with Mentors . : .
together, exploring various musical styles.

Caregivers join children in exercises, games, or mini

Fit ith Friend
1tNESS With Friends obstacle courses, promoting health and wellness.

Caregivers and children play games together, from board

Games with Guardians L
W uardi games and puzzles to outdoor activities.
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Parents on Board with the Progresswe Approach

It can often be challenging for parents to embrace a more progressive approach to early
childhood education because they are typically more familiar with traditional methods,
such as structured crafts and teacher-directed activities. Many parents grew up with these
conventional approaches and naturally expect similar experiences for their children.
However, parents always want what's best for their children, and by recognizing this,
educators can support their perspective shift through consistent communication and clear
explanations. By regularly sharing the benefits of child-led, exploratory learning and
demonstrating how it nurtures creativity, critical thinking, and deeper engagement, we can
help parents understand and appreciate the value of a more progressive approach. This
ongoing dialogue fosters trust and collaboration, ensuring that parents feel informed and
involved in their child's educational journey. Here are three actionable tips you can
implement all year long to help get parent on board:

#1: Host a Curriculum Night at the Start of the Year (Parents Only):

e Purpose: This event provides an exclusive opportunity for parents to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the progressive approach to education, setting the stage of what they can expect
throughout the year. By hosting it in the evening, outside of regular school hours, parents can fully focus
on the information being presented without distractions.

e Agenda: The curriculum night can include presentations by teachers on key aspects of the progressive
methodology, such as child-led learning, inquiry-based exploration, and the role of the environment in
shaping learning experiences. Teachers can showcase examples of classroom activities and projects
that demonstrate these principles in action. Interactive workshops or demonstrations can also be
incorporated to engage parents in hands-on learning experiences.

e Open Dialogue: Encourage open dialogue and Q&A sessions throughout the event to address any
questions or concerns parents may have. This fosters transparency, builds trust, and allows parents to
gain deeper insights into the educational philosophy and practices.



#2: Provide Information to Solidify Methodology

* Resource Materials: Offer parents a variety of resources that explain and reinforce the progressive
methodology. This can include articles, books, websites, and videos that delve into topics such as
developmentally appropriate practice, hands-on learning, and the benefits of process-oriented
education.

e Parent Workshops: Organize workshops or informational sessions focused on specific aspects of the
progressive approach. For example, workshops could cover topics like “Thinking Over Memorizing,” to
elaborate on critical and creative thinking skills over rote memorization, "Why No Crafts?" to explain the
emphasis on process over product, or “The Best Learning Does Not Come Home in a Backpack," to
highlight the importance of experiential learning and real-world experiences.

¢ Communication Channels: Utilize newsletters, emails, and social media platforms to share informative
content with parents on a regular basis. This ongoing communication helps reinforce key concepts and
keeps parents informed and engaged in their child's education.

#3: Make Learning Visible (Documentation & Communication)

e Documentation Displays: Showcase learning in action through documentation displays in the
classroom, hallway, or school website. These displays can include photographs, videos, student work
samples, and written reflections that capture the process of learning.

e Narrative Documentation: Provide narrative documentation alongside visual artifacts to explain the
learning journey and the significance of each experience. This narrative helps parents understand the
context, purpose, and outcomes of the learning activities, fostering a deeper appreciation for the
progressive approach.

e Family Engagement: Encourage families to participate in the documentation process by contributing
their observations, reflections, and insights. This collaborative approach strengthens the home-school
partnership and promotes a shared understanding of the child's development and learning experiences.



Challenges With Parental Collaboration

In reality, not all parents are equally involved or in agreement with the
program'’s approach, recommendations, or methodologies. This diversity
of perspectives and levels of engagement can present challenges in
fostering a cohesive parthership between home and school. When faced
with differing opinions or resistance from parents, educators must
navigate these situations with sensitivity, empathy, and a commitment to
finding common ground (to the best of your ability). Here's some tips:

e Promote Open Dialogue: Initiate a respectful and open dialogue with the parents to
understand their concerns, perspectives, and reasons for disagreement, whether
related to the overall program'’s approach or developmental concerns for their child.
Listen actively without judgment, and validate their feelings and experiences. This
helps build trust and demonstrates a willingness to work together towards a solution.

o Involve Mediation or Third-Party Support: If communication breakdown persists,
consider involving a mediator or seeking support from a neutral third party, such as
the school director or early childhood developmental specialist. These professionals
can facilitate constructive conversations, help address underlying issues, and find
mutually agreeable solutions that address both the program’s methodology and
developmental concerns for the child.

e Document Communication: Keep detailed records of all communication and
interactions with the parents, including agreements, disagreements, and resolutions
reached, regarding both methodology and developmental concerns. This ensures
transparency, accountability, and a clear record of efforts made to address concerns
and collaborate effectively in supporting the child's growth and development.

While many parents and teachers can find a middle ground and work collaboratively to
address concerns and find solutions, it's also essential to recognize that a program'’s
philosophy, schedule, or structure may not be a fit for everyone. In such cases, it's crucial
for both parties to have open and honest discussions about any challenges or
discrepancies and explore alternative options or resources that may better align with the
family's needs and preferences. Ultimately, by prioritizing the well-being and best
interests of all children involved, educators and parents can work together to create a
supportive and nurturing learning environment that meets the needs of each child.
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