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The Reggio  Emi l ia  ph i losophy ,  p ioneered by  educator
Lor is  Malaguzz i ,  emerged in  post-World  War  I I  I ta ly ,
where  a  communi ty  in  Reggio  Emi l ia  sought  to  rebu i ld
and redef ine  ear ly  ch i ldhood educat ion .  

Insp i red by  the  progress ive  ideas  of  theor is ts  l i ke
P iaget  and Vygotsky ,  as  wel l  as  the  democrat ic
pr inc ip les  of  Mar ia  Montessor i ,  Malaguzz i  and h is
col leagues  establ ished the  f i rs t  munic ipa l  preschool  in
1945 .  Th is  marked the  beginn ing of  a  t ransformat ive
approach that  celebrates  ch i ldren as  cur ious ,
capable ,  and creat ive  indiv iduals .  

Origin & History



Centra l  to  the  Reggio  Emi l ia  ph i losophy are  severa l
key  pr inc ip les  that  gu ide  i ts  pract ice :

Image of  the  Ch i ld

Teachers  as  Co-Learners

Col laborat ion  and the  Communi ty

Emergent  Curr icu lum

The Role  of  the  Env i ronment

Documentat ion

Guiding Principles



At  the  hear t  o f  the  Reggio  Emi l ia  ph i losophy i s  the
profound bel ief  in  the  capabi l i t ies  and potent ia l  of
every  ch i ld .  Ch i ldren  are  v iewed as  cur ious ,
competent ,  and act ive  par t ic ipants  in  the i r  learn ing
journey .  They are  seen as  researchers  and
constructors  of  knowledge,  capable  of  explor ing ,
quest ion ing,  and making meaning of  the  world
around them.  

Th is  pr inc ip le  embraces  the  importance of  prov id ing
ch i ldren  wi th  r ich ,  engaging exper iences  that  honor
the i r  un ique in terests ,  s t rengths ,  and un ique
approaches  to  learn ing .

Image of the Child



Educators  adopt  a  role  as  co- learners  a longside
chi ldren ,  act ively  engaging in  rec iprocal
relat ionships  that  honor  ch i ldren 's  perspect ives ,
in terests ,  and vo ices .  Educators  embrace a  s tance of
humi l i ty ,  cur ios i ty ,  and openness  to  learn ing f rom and
wi th  ch i ldren ,  va lu ing  the i r  un ique ins ights  and
contr ibut ions .  

By  pos i t ion ing educators  as  co- learners ,  the  Reggio
Emi l ia  approach promotes  a  culture  of  ongoing
profess ional  development ,  ref lect ion ,  and growth ,
ensur ing  that  educators  remain  respons ive ,  adapt ive ,
and at tuned to  the  ever-evolv ing  needs  and in terests
of  the  ch i ldren  they  serve .

Teachers as Co-Learners



Col laborat ion  i s  a  cornerstone of  the  Reggio  Emi l ia
ph i losophy ,  extending beyond the  c lassroom wal ls  to
encompass  educators ,  fami l ies ,  ch i ldren ,  and the
broader  community .  By  foster ing  s t rong par tnersh ips
and re la t ionsh ips  among a l l  s takeholders ,  educators
create  a  support ive  learn ing communi ty  where  d iverse
perspect ives ,  exper iences ,  and exper t i se  are  va lued
and in tegrated in to  the  learn ing process .  

Col laborat ive  efforts  contr ibute  to  the  co-
construct ion  of  knowledge,  enr ich ing learn ing
exper iences  and promot ing  ch i ldren 's  hol i s t ic
development .

Collaboration & the Community



The Reggio  Emi l ia  approach advocates  for  an
emergent  curr iculum that  evolves  f rom chi ldren 's
interests ,  quest ions ,  and exper iences .  Rather  than
fol lowing a  predetermined set  of  lessons  or
act iv i t ies ,  the  cur r icu lum emerges  organ ica l ly  f rom
chi ldren 's  inqu i r ies ,  d iscover ies ,  and in teract ions  wi th
the i r  env i ronment .  

Th is  approach honors  ch i ldren 's  agency and
autonomy,  a l lowing for  f lex ib i l i ty ,  creat iv i ty ,  and
personal ized learn ing pathways  ta i lo red to  the i r
ind iv idual  needs  and in terests .  Educators  serve  as
fac i l i tators ,  gu id ing and support ing  ch i ldren 's
explorat ions  whi le  remain ing respons ive  to  the i r
emerg ing in terests  and cur ios i t ies .

Emergent Curriculum



The phys ica l  env i ronment  i s  considered the  " th i rd
teacher , "  a longs ide educators  and peers .
Thought fu l ly  des igned and in tent ional ly  curated ,  the
env i ronment  serves  as  a  dynamic  and in teract ive
space that  s t imulates  cur ios i ty ,  c reat iv i ty ,  and inqu i ry .  

Every  aspect  of  the  env i ronment ,  f rom the  layout  and
organ izat ion  of  mater ia ls  to  the  aesthet ic  appeal  and
sensory  exper iences ,  i s  carefu l ly  cons idered to  insp i re
ch i ldren 's  explorat ion ,  d iscovery ,  and engagement
wi th  the  wor ld  around them.  Reggio  Emi l ia  insp i red
spaces  are  calming and neutral ,  incorporat ing  open-
ended and natural  mater ia ls ,  wh i le  h ighl ight ing  the
ch i ldren ’s  work  through thought fu l  documentat ion .

The Role of the Environment



Documentat ion  i s  a  fundamenta l  pract ice  in  the
Reggio  Emi l ia  approach ,  serv ing  as  a  means  of  making
chi ldren 's  learn ing v is ible ,  celebrat ing  thei r
exper iences ,  and foster ing  deep ref lect ion  among
educators ,  ch i ldren ,  and fami l ies .  

Through var ious  forms of  documentat ion  such as
photographs ,  v ideos ,  wr i t ten  observat ions ,  and
chi ldren 's  work  samples ,  educators  capture  and
showcase ch i ldren 's  learn ing processes ,  inqu i r ies ,  and
discover ies  over  t ime .  Documentat ion  not  on ly
prov ides  va luable  ins ights  in to  ch i ldren 's  th ink ing  and
learn ing but  a lso  serves  as  a  catalyst  for  ongoing
dialogue,  ref lect ion ,  and col laborat ive  inquiry  among
al l  members  of  the  learn ing communi ty .

Documentation


