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ART CENTER
The art area of a classroom is a dynamic and essential space where children can
freely explore their creativity and express their individuality. This space is filled with a
variety of materials such as colored paper, crayons, markers, paints, and natural
items, allowing children to experiment with different textures, colors, and forms.

Through the art area, children engage in self-directed learning, which is crucial for
their cognitive, emotional, and social development. This approach emphasizes the
process of creation rather than the final product, encouraging children to think
critically, problem-solve, and develop fine motor skills. It fosters a sense of autonomy
and confidence, as children are given the freedom to follow their interests and
express their unique perspectives. The art area also serves as a medium for children
to communicate their thoughts and feelings, making their learning visible to
themselves and others.



Tips to Maximize Your Art Center
Organize for Accessibility: Ensure
that art materials are easily accessible
to children. Use clear containers and
label them with both words and
pictures to promote independence
and organization. Invest in shelving
units or storage carts to keep supplies
orderly. Consider using trays or
baskets for frequently used items and
establish a system for managing the
chaos of paper, such as assigning
each child a drawer or folder for their
ongoing projects. Encourage children
to take ownership of their space by
cleaning up after themselves.

Managing Children's Artwork
Send Artwork Home: Allow children to bring some of their artwork home
regularly. This can help manage the volume of creations and keep parents
involved in their child's learning and creativity.

Classroom Clipboard: Provide each child with a clipboard or a display area where
they can keep their current favorite artwork. This personal space allows them to
showcase and refer to their work, while having the capacity to hold many sheets.

Folders/Cubbies: Assign folders or space in cubbies where children can store
their completed and/or work-in-progress artworks. This helps in organizing the art
area and teaches children responsibility for their belongings. Periodically review
these stored artworks with the children to decide which pieces to take home,
which to display, and which to save for a classroom portfolio.
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Rotate Materials: Keep the art area fresh and exciting by occasionally rotating
materials. Introduce new tools and supplies, such as different types of brushes,
stamps, and textures, to keep children engaged and inspired. Rotating materials can
spark new and innovative ideas. For example, half of the month may incorporate
watercolors, while the other half focuses on collaging with magazine clippings.

When do you rotate or switch-out materials?
This is where you take the cues from the children! Keep a new material out
for at least a week or two, as children need more time to become
accustomed and familiar to new things. Repetition of experiences is also
crucial, as it builds familiarity and mastery of concepts and movements. If you
notice that the new materials are not being engaged within the couple of
weeks, considering swapping it/them out with something new.

On the flip side, if you notice children are exhibiting sustained interest in a
particular material, keep it out for as long as the interest persists! You may
also consider how you may expand upon their interest:

For example, if children are interested in gluing, you make create a
designated space, “A Maker’s Station,” where children can continuously
glue pieces on the surface and already “cemented” objects.
You may also expand upon the concept of “sticky stuff” by adding more
adhesive materials, such as different mode of glue, painter's tape, scotch
tap, clothespins, clips, staplers, strips of contact paper, etc.



Incorporate Provocations: Set up interesting provocations that invite children to
explore and create. This could include themed setups, such as a nature-inspired
table with leaves, twigs, and rocks, or a color-themed table with various shades of
blue materials. Provocations can be aligned with current classroom investigation or
just be a different take on rearranging open-ended materials, providing a jumping-
off point for exploration and creativity.

What We Did Here
We lined the table’s surface with butcher paper and added a layer of aluminum foil to
explore different textures and surfaces. Because art is not just limited to coloring
utensils, we added some three-dimensional objects for extended creativity. We also
covered unit blocks with white paper, allowing children to create on some of the
three-dimensional objects as well. We’ve highlighted a primary coloring in a hands-on
an interesting way, while also combining materials that typically wouldn't go together
(legos and links) for great flexible and creative thinking. Dimming lights is also a
wonderful way to create a calm and relaxing space for deep and concentrated work.



Foster Autonomy and Movement: Allow children the freedom and flexibility to choose
how they physically engage with their art experiences. Provide opportunities for
movement and variations of positioning. This can be achieved by including easels and
not forcing children to sit at the table, but rather, letting them stand, walk around, lean
over, etc. With chairs close in proximity as an option, some children can pull a chair
over if needed, and for others who prefer to stand, they can do so comfortably. 

Another way to foster greater autonomy while adding simple tweaks to the art area
can be achieved by experimenting with different ways to offer paper. For example,
butcher paper is a wonderful medium to play with positioning. One week you can line
the tabletops with butcher paper. The following week, add butcher paper to the wall
for a more “vertical-driven” experience, and the following week, experiment with
adding butcher paper under the table for children to crawl through and color with their
arms extended over their hand. This is a simple example of taking everyday, open-
ended materials and presenting them in new and innovative ways!



Display Children's Work: Create a dedicated space around the art area to showcase
the children's artwork. This not only values their efforts but also provides inspiration for
their peers and promotes a sense of pride ownership within their environment.
Rotating the display regularly ensures that all children have the opportunity to share
their work. Use bulletin boards, wall space, shelves (for three dimensional pieces) and
even ceiling hangers to showcase creations. If you do not have shelves in your room,
you can always take pictures of their 3-D pieces to showcase them.

Encourage Experiential Learning: Focus on the process of creating rather than the
end product. Provide materials that allow for sensory experiences, such as clay, sand,
and water-based paints, and encourage children to experiment and explore. This
approach nurtures creativity, problem-solving, and fine motor skills. This concept
should be applied with not only the materials you provide, but as well as the
provocations presented to children. We should see and feel the individuality of each
child (and their process) through their work.



20 Materials to Support
Art Exploration

Construction Paper1.

Crayons2.

Markers3.

Pencils and Colored Pencils4.

Paints5.

Paint Brushes6.

Glue Sticks7.

Glue Bottles8.

Tape9.

Scissors10.

 Stapler11.

Tissue Paper12.

Clay or Playdough13.

Beads14.

Pipe Cleaners15.

Feathers16.

Fabric Scraps17.

Buttons18.

Popsicle Sticks19.

Stamps and Ink Pads20.



Art Themed Books
Including art-themed books in the art area of the classroom offers numerous benefits for enriching
children's play and learning experiences. These books can spark creativity, provide inspiration, and
introduce new vocabulary related to art techniques, famous artists, and various mediums. They also
help children make connections between their hands-on activities and real-world concepts,
enhancing their understanding of artistic expression, visual perception, and imaginative play.
Integrating literacy into this area encourages a love for reading and supports early literacy
development, making the learning environment more holistic and dynamic. Art-themed books can
feature stories about artists or even showcase different colors and shapes, all of which can inspire
and inform children's own creative processes.

Books We Love That Support Art Concepts:

The Dot, by Peter Reynolds

Too Much Glue, 
by Jason Lefebvre

The Scraps Book, by Lois Ehlert

The Artist Who Painted a
Blue Horse, by Eric Carle

ABC‘s of Art, by Sabrina Hahn

Beautiful Oops!
by Barney Saltzberg


